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ject of enforcing the study’of forensic medi-
cine ; but the strictures on Thomson’s report
had not made their appearance when I ad-
mitted Dr. Ryan to this co-operation. I
have in ’my possession, however, satisfac-
tory evidence that Dr. Ryan’s aid was

neither required nor effective in the accom-
plishment of the important object. I should
nevertheless have left him in possession of all
the merit he might have supposed himself !
entitled to, had he not gone the length of
saying, that he suggested great alterations
in the letter (which were adopted by me of
course). Now as that letter was neither

private nor confidential, any person who

may think an inspection both of the letter
as it was sent, and of Dr. Ryan’s rejected
emendations, worth the trouble, may see
copies of the same, as they have existed
since the 14th of August last.

J. GORDON SMITH.

P.S. I have just looked at the copies in
question, and find that the Doctor’s emenda-
tions occupy nearly three columns in the
MS. in his own hand-writing, the whole of
which appears to be dashed out; and I can
assure you, that with the exception of very
few words indeed, which I adopted from
Dr. Ryan’s version, merely because I had
made a promise to that effect, the whole
letter is my unassisted composition, as the
idea of transmitting it was my own original
conception.

J. GORDON SMITH.

INQUEST AT THE WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.

Broad Way

[We publish the following letter precisely
as it reached us.-ED. L.]

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Accidentally glanceing over one of
your enteresting numbers (No. 367) I cast my
eye on the proceedings of an inquest which
contains very unjust strictures on my pro-
fessional character. Not intending to ani-
madvert on the opprobrious epithets used
by an anonymous writer in THE LANCET I
shall only express my feelings as a medical
man concerning the erroniously imputed
charge of accompanying and co-operateing
with a Mr. Mills pretender to medical
science. Far is it from my intention to
notice and exclaim against the ungentle-
manly calumnies eoined by some humorous
correspondent and issued to a credulous
public thro’ the keen and almost super-
intelligent media of some periodicals !-but
my solitary wish is to state (with manly
candour and open sincerity as a sincere
well-wisher of the medical profession) that
so far from associateiug with the untutored
imps of empericism or patronizing the

ragged rabble of illiterate pretenders, 1 shall

all ways consider it an imperative duty to
destroy the fatal deacon of imposition and
proclaim open warrfare against the pseudo-
illustrious descendents of quacking ances-
tery. In THE LANCET it is affirmed that I
am shielded by the aegis of my patron’s sur-
gical reputation ; but I oan assure the gene-
rous reader that my professional aegis is in
actual dissection in the proper rendezvous for
surgical skill my moral aegis is the ’ mens
conscia recti’ which will uphold every ad-
vocate for truth and scientific induction’
altho at the same time I am proud of the
splendour which my able friend Mr. Lynn’s
professional acquirements spreads around
the very humble name of .

. Yours respectfully
VYILLM. ORD.

Broad Way
Westminster.

Sept. 29, 1830.

NON-MEDICAL CORONER’S INQUESTS AT 
PORTSEA.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Observing in the 369th No. of
the LANCET, a letter signed " Philander,"
containing a statement relative to the ques-
tion of non-medical coroners, which hap-
pens to be very wide from the truth, I for-
ward you the following, convinced that
truth alone can benefit any question. The

discovery of Winney being murdered,
chiefly arose from the suspicions of the sur-
geon who gave evidence on the first inquest,
and led to a second inquest. It was twenty-
four hours after this discovery by the first
surgeon and the others present, that the bo-
rough Coroner, by direction of Ed. Carter,
Esq., mayor, and the surgeon named in

your Correspondent’s letter, had the oppor-
tunity of having a view of what was already
discovered. One day before this, the first
surgeon and the others present had found
the head fractured, and more extensive in-
jury in the throat than had been at first sus-
pected ; but the vertebrae of the neck were
not partially severed, as has been stated.
It is very wide from the truth, that a small
effusion of blood proved that life was almost
destroyed by the blow on the head ; as there
was an immense pool of blood found by the

I body, and the clothes also were bathed in
blood. Your Correspondent has not been
candid enough (probably from his ignorance
of many material facts) to state, that before
any surgeon saw the body, it was conveyed
a distance of near a mile by water; in being
jostled about, the blood, yet fluid, of course
stained many parts it would not otherwise


